, 


IR ebellion greatly ran in a 
Proteſtant Subject. 
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Preached on Occaſion of the 


F REBELLION, 


AT 


St. Anne's Church, Mancheſter, 
Oclober 13, 1745. 
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PROv. Xvil. 11. 


; An Evil Man ſecheth only Rebellion, therefore 


a cruel Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him, 


HAT the Spirit of Rebellion is gone 

out, and has unhappily fixed his 

Stand amongſtus, is too notorious and publick 
a Fact now to have eſcaped the Knowledge of 


the meaneſt Subject in the Kingdom. The 


long abjured Pretender to the Crown, in the 


Perſon of his Son, inſtigated by the Malice of 
our natural Enemy, is making a ſecond, and 
we hope as fruitleſs, an Effort to weaken 
the Stability of his Majeſty's Throne, and 
to wreſt from us at once all the common 
Bleſſings of Life, by introducing a moſt de- 
ſtructive Change in our happy Conſtitution, 
In how dreadful a Storm this ſmall Cloud 


may end, and to how great a Flame, this at 
1 firſt but contemptible Spark may increaſe, 
is Partof the reſerved, and ſecret Knowledge 
of God alone, and hid from Man; and may 
Heaven ever hide ſuch terrifying Knowledge 
| from us! But however tis grown already 
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(4) 
to a greater ſize than even thoſe who moſt 
feared it, either did believe or could expect: 
What the general Judgment, and Senſe of 
the Nation concerning it is, may be learned 
from thoſe loyal and zealous Addrefles to the 
Throne from every Part of the Kingdom, and 
from thoſe wiſe Precautions, and Preparation 
which the well- affected are making to op- 
pole and to extinguiſh it : How much the 
Governors of our Church, the Guardians of 
our Religion are alarmed, may be ſeen in 
their affectionate and truly Chriſtian Letters 
to their Clergy, exhorting and preſſing them 
to give their ſpiritual Aſſiſtance in this im- 
portant Emergency, that we may be united 
in one Body and in one Mind in this com- 
mon Danger. Now the beſt and molt uſc- 
ful Aſſiſtance that we can give, is to endca- 
vour to correct the Minds of thoſe who are 
in a miſtaken way of thinking; who have 
had their Principles poiſon'd by bad Com- 
pany, and Prejudices againſt the Govern- 
ment grafted into them by malicious Repre- 
ſentations of IIl- Conduct, and by ſuch kind 
of Artifices have been deceived into a Party, 
whoſe Tenets are in their very Nature de- 
ſtructive of the Intereſt of this Nation: The 
beſt Aſſiſtance we can give, is to remove eve- 
ry ill Tendency and Inclination in . 

who 
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who not knowing the Conſequenees of fucf\ 
an Attempt, are diſpoſed, perhaps, out of 

Principle too much to favour them; and 
this muſt be done by repreſenting the Dan- 
ger and Deſtruction they are bringing, both 
upon themſelves and the whole Kingdom, 
and by inſpiring them with a decent Zeal 
for their Religion, Loyalty to their King, 
and Fidelity to their Country. The Clergy 
of this Dioceſe, as well as thoſe of every other, 
; | have been called upon by their Biſhop to 
: exert themſelves upon ſo important and in- 
tereſting an Occaſion; and had no Inſtruc- 
tions been ſent; had no Commands been 

received, tis our Intereſt as well as Duty to 

appear, and to ſpeak in Defence of that Go- 

| vernment to which we have ſolemnly {worn 

| an Allegiance; and of that Church to whoſe 
; | Articles we have as ſolemnly ſubſcribed ; but 
more efpecially it concerns us, as Miniſters 
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of the Chriſtian Religion to ſpeak, if we have 


any Affection or Regard for pure unadulte- 
rated Chriſtianity, or the preſent and future 
Intereſt of our fellow Creatures: To be ſilent 
in theſe Circumſtances is not only Contempt 
of Epiſcopal Authority, but a tacit Diſaffec- 
tion to our King, and a treacherous diſown- 


ing of our Principles and Religion. 
f This 
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(6) 


This Preface is only to bring into 


4 Minds, what you all know already; 


ut however the Repreſentation of it, 


on this Occaſion, I thought would not be 


an improper Preparation for, and Introduc- 
tion to the Diſcouſe I am now going to offer 
you, as it carries along with it the Reaſon for 
the Choice of the Subject, and is applicable to 
this critical and precarious Scaſon. 
Rebellion isa Crime ſo malignant and ini- 
quitous in its Nature; ſo great a Scandal 
and Reproach to a People, and withal, to 
full of Evil in its Conſequences ; that I am 
perſuaded, there are few here, that ftand in 
need of a Diſſuaſive from this pernicious Dil- 


poſition: Butas weknow not what Influence, 
Principles, Converſation, or the Succeſs of 


the Enemy may have upon the Minds of weak 
and vulgar Men, tis neceſſary to raiſe all the 
Bulwark and Defence we can to guard them 
from every Tendency to Diſaffection and 
Revolt, by exciting their Zeal for a good 
Cauſe, and inſpiring them with a becoming 
Reſentment and Indignation againſt tholc, 
who are bringing in upon us a foreign Enc- 
my to rob us of the moſt dear and valuable 
Intereſts of this Life; and for this Purpoſe, 


T have choſen one of Solomon's wiſe Apho- 


riſms, 


( 7 ) 
zifms, which both gives us his . gment of 
ſuch Practices, and expoſes the Character 
and Fate of thoſe, who are ſo wicked as to em- 


bark in Schemes for the Revolution of legal 
Government, and the Dethroning of Kings. 


That evil Men ſeek only 


Rebellion, 7. e. 
None but Men of the moſt iniquitous and 
deſperate Character, that have loſt all Senſe 
of Rr and Conſcience would be raiſing 
Rebellions, and fomenting Diviſions and Diſ- 


cords in a Nation; or as the Hebrew, tho 
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to the ſame Senſe, may more naturally 5. ex- 
prefled--" a Man of rebellious Principles ſeeks 


nothing but Miſchict — and that the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Conduct is a cruel and un- 


natural Execution-- the Meſſenger of ſome 


painful and 1 ignominious Death {hall be ſent 
againſt him. 

Having fix'd upon this as the moſt ob- 
vious = natural Senſe of the Words--- I 


: {hall proceed to juſtify Solomon's Obſervation. 


I. By ſhewing that he muſt be a Man of 


anevil and i iniquitous Diſpoſition, that would 


g be aſſiſting in a Rebellion againſt his King 


: and Government. 


II. That ſuch an one generally comes to 


a cruel, ſhameful and unnatural End. A 


| ag; Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him. 


III. 


* Patrick in Loc. 
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III. To make the Reflections more per- 
tinent and applicable to the preſent Diſturb- 
ances amongſt us, I ſhall point out to you 
the grievous Aggravations of this Character, 
in a Subject of the preſent Engliſh and Pro- 
zeſtant Government. 

I. Then Iam toſhew that whoever engages 
in a Rebellion againſt his King and Govern- 
ment, muſt be a Man of a wicked Diſpoſition. 
For all Evil proceeds from the Iniquity of 
the Heart; every Animoſity, deſtructive of 
the Peace and Order of ſocial Engagements, as 
well as thoſe leſſer Diſorders, which break in 
upon the Happineſs and Satisfaction of private 
Life, are the natural Off- ſpring of the Excels 
of ungovern'd Paſſions within. Wherever you 
Tee a Man uneaſy, diſcontented, reſtleſs and 
tumultuous in his Temper, 'tis a moral Argu- 
ment that he is a Slave to an evil Spirit, and 
that the Serenity of his Mind is deſtroyed 
by the Inſtigation of Ambition, Revenge, 
 Avarice, or Envy--thoſe Enemies to all Peace 
and Tranquillity-- and whenever theſe get 
the Maſtery of a Man, they ſoon exert their 
Superiority in filencing Conſcience, in the 
Slavery of Reaſon, and the Excluſion of Re- 
ligion; for theſe being Enemies to all Tu- 
mults and vicious Views, will be perpetually 
remonſtrating againſt their Proceedings, and 

therefore, 
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therefore tis neceſſary, as ſoon as poſſible, 
to diſcard ſuch impertinent Obtruders. And 
hen once a Man has freed himſelf from the 
Check and Remonſtrances of theſe Repro- 
vers of his Conduct, he will quickly be pre- 
E pared for the Execution of any Villany, and 
ſoon become compleatly abandoned: And 
agreeably to theſe Reflections it will be found 
that all Diſcords, Animoſities and Confuſion 
in political States, are the unavoidable Con- 
ſequences of Diſorder and Tumults in the 
moral State of thoſe Perſons, who are the 


Authors of them; for he that has Peace, 


Harmony and Goodneſs within himſelf, en- 
joys too great a Pleaſure and Happineſs in 
ſuch a Conſtitution, to be the Inſtrument of 
deſtroying it among his Fellow- Creatures, 
and placing, in its Stead, Jealouſies, Diſ- 
cords and Evil: But there is no Peace, faith 
God, for the Wicked ; and, as they can have 
no Peace or Felicity themſelves, neither will 
they ſuffer the World they live in to enjoy 
any, for they are like the troubled Sea that 
cannot reſt. And Hiſtory, as well as Expe- 
rience, can confirm this Reaſoning ; 'where- 
ever we read of Uſurpations, Rebellions, or 
deſtructive Revolutions in Kingdoms, the 
lame Hiſtory generally deſcribes the Authors 


B Spirits, 


and their Accomplices, as Men of ambitious 
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. Spirits, or abandoned and iniquitous Prin. f 
9 ciples.— The Enemies of all happy Conſti- 
1 tutions muſt be Men of great Miſchief, aſs 
if well as great Abilities. And when Intereſt | 
le. Power and Fortune become the Property d 
vi a wicked Heart, Factions and Contention; 


— 


will ever be ſtarting up, till the Happineſs! 
thoſe they oppoſe becomes the Sacrifice d 
their Ambition and Revenge; for tis an cah 
Matter for Men of Intereſt and Abilities to 
influence the indigent and illiterate. IndigenceÞ 
of Fortune, back'd with the Proſpect of great 
Advantages in Succels, are ſtrong Temptati 
ons to Men in low Life to embark in hazard. 
ous and enterpriſing Schemes, tho' attended 
with the moſt pernicious and fatal Conſe- 
quences, Intereſt is their great Inducement, 
the Diana of the vulgar World, as the Gra. 
tification of Pride and Envy is the animating 
View of their Leaders. Now Rebellion i; 
ſuch a Complication of Iniquity, that none} 
but Men of deſperate Fortunes, or deſperatcÞ 
Principles, would ever be engaged it. Exam- 
ples may be drawn from the Hiſtories of 
every People to juſtify the Truth of this Af. 
ſertion: Our own Nation is too fruitful ot 
Inſtances of this Kind: The Character and 
Memory of Cromwel is ſtruck out with too 
deep and laſting an Impreſſion ever to be 
for· 
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| (ir) 
forgotten by us: Nature had form'd him 
Vith great Abilities, and deſign'd him for a 
great Man, but his Ambition and wicked 
Turn of Mind made him a Curſe to the 
World; it may juſtly be {aid of him, that he 
had a Head to contrive, and a Hand to exe- 
cute any Villany. And a near Affinity muſt 
chat Man bear to the vicious Part of this Cha- 
Jracter, who will engage in Councils and Se- 
crets to dethrone his King, and throw a Na- 
tion into Confuſion and Diſorder without 
any Appearance of Juſtice or Provocation. 
Sometimes Tyranny, or an Abuſe of Power 
fin a Ruler, may lay ſo heavy a Yoke upon the 
Necks of a People, that they are not able to 
bear it. Arbitrary Oppreſſion may provoke 
the Anger and Reſentment of mild and 
peaceable Men, and rouſe their Abhorrence 
and Indignation againſt a tyrannical Charac- 
fer In this Caſe, the Tyranny of the Prince 
obliges his Subjects to aſſert their Rights, and 
will juſtify a Reſiſtance and Oppoſition in 
chem; but it muſt at the ſame Time be con- 
ſidered, that this is the laſt Reſource - and ne- 
ver to be applied to, but in Neceſlity.-- The 
Diſeaſe muſt be evident and deſperate, to 
require ſo violent and ſevere a Remedy. 
But let us enter a little more particularly 
into the Iniquity of a rebellious Diſpoſition. 
b | B 2 I, 
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L It is a high Contempt of Authority, di- 
vine as well as human: An infolent Affront 


Powers that be are ordained of God ; and he 
that reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordi- 
nance of God. Every Ordinance of Man is an 
Ordinance of God, becaule inſtituted for the 


Felicity and Good of his Creatures, which is 


the Will, the Pleaſure and ultimate Deſire 
of our Creator. He ſeals, ratifies and con- 


Conſent of his People. Every Capacity, 
Power, Priviledge and Authority, with which 


municated to them, to be exerciſed and em- 
ployed for their mutual and common Good, 
which is beſt conſulted by a wife and well con- 
ſtituted Government : Now this the divine 
AuthorhaslefttotheManagement,and Ditcrc- 
tion of his People to form, model and coniti- 
tute, as {hall beſt ſuit with their Genius and 
Temper, and contribute moſt to the Conve- 
nience, Comfort and Felicity of Mankind : 
So that whatever Ruler is inveſted with the 
Sovereignty and Supreme Power in ſuch a 
Manner as the Laws of the Conſtitution 

dictate 


and Diſobedience to God it is, becauſe an im- 
pious Reſiſtance of that Ordinance, which he 
hath given Man a Power to ordain ; for the 


firmsevery Power ordained by the Voice and 


intelligent and free Beings are endued, is a | 
Derivation from the divine Original com- 


88 _ 


(13) 
dictate and preſcribe, and does not violate 
this Contract by abuſing his Power in Ty- 
Tranny and Oppreſſion, but exerts it in the 
Service and Welfare of his People --- that 
Ruler acts in a ſtrict Senſe as the Miniſter of 
God; and every factious Oppolition to his 
Authority and Government exerciſed with- 
in its proper Bounds, or Attempt upon his 
Cron, is a Breachof the Laws of God as well 
Man, a direct Inſult upon the divine Autho- 
rity, and a Rebellion againſt Heaven. Is it 
not Diſobedience in the higheſt Inſtance of 
Duty, and an obſtinate Denial and Contempt 
of his Power? The ſofteſt Conſtruction that 
ran be put upon ſuch a Conduct, is to ſay, 
that it is the Effect of an undiſciplined Heart, 
deſtitute of all Fear, Reverence and Regard 
to God. No Principles, no Pleas can juſtify 


ſuch Bchaviour, or excuſe him from the 


: 2 


E of black Iniquity. Whatever Pretence 
he may make to Religion and Conſcience, 
It muſt be Diſguiſe and Hypocriſy, ſince the 
ſame Chriſtian Religion which has directed 
us to fear and obey our Maker, as ſtrictly re- 
quires Reverence, Honour and Obedience 
to our King. | 
II. It is the moſt criminal Act of Injuſtice, 
that Man can be guilty of, 
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( 14 ) 

To invade the Right and Property of any 
private Man, and to diſturb him in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, is an Act of high Violence, and 
a Breach of all the Laws of Humanity and 
Juſtice; and the Character is deſervedly di- 
ſtinguiſhed with publick Ignominy and Diſ- 
grace, Puniſhment and Death; but how vaſt- 
ly is the Guilt of this Crime magnified in 
him that offers the ſame kind of Hoſtilitics 
and Inſults to his King, that by Factions is 
diſturbing the Stability of his Throne,and by 
Rebellion is attempting to deprive him ot it. 
This is ſuch an Inverſion of the Foundation 
of all Juſtice ; and ſuch an Invaſion of all 
the Laws of Nature, Reaſon, Order and So- 
ciety, that the bare mention of the Crime 
muſt raiſe our utmoſt Deteſtation of the Cha- 
rater, and obliges us to conſider him as an 


hardened Wretch, that has loſt all Senſe oi 


Religion, and cut himſelf off from the com- 
mon Right of Nature and Society even Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion, that durſt make an At- 
tempt upon the Crown, Dignity, or Perſon of 
his Prince. -- In a Word -- A Rebel in this 
Light 1s related to none but the great Enc- 
my of all Virtue, Order and Happineſs. 
Laſtly, Another Circumſtance which 
heightens the Tniquity of the Character, 1 
the Miſery and Miſchief brought upona Coun- 


try. 
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try. A Civil War is a Scene of hideous Ruin 
and Devaſtation; a State of Confuſion and 
© Blood -- a Country bleeding, dying by her 
© own Hands. Paint to yourſelves a Nation, 
© where all Property is confounded, Lands un- 
© cultivated, and Trade and Cons the 


© Support oy it, is ſtopped and deſtroyed : Paint 


to fre a Nation in Confuſion, and di- 


© vided againſt itſelf, where one Part i is ſcat- 
| tering every kind of Calamity, and Deſtruc- 
tion, and Death againſt the other — Father 
| | againſt Son, and Brother againſt Brother. 

Paint to yourſelves a Nation in the deepeſt 

Diſtraction and Diſorder, full of Sorrows, and 
Tears, and Lamentations, where Cities are re- 


duced to Aſhes; ; Families to Want and Pover- 


© ty; and where is nothing but Miſery in every 
| Sbape; and this will be an imperfect and 


© faint Image of that Scene of Cruelty and 


Confuſion, which the Authors of a Rebel- 


lion bring upon a Country. What Idea then 


muſt we have of that Man, who would plunge 
his Fellow-Creatures into ſo much Miſery ? 
| [Where i is his Sympathy ? Where is his Hu- 
manity? What can he be but a Compoſition 
of Evil, and a finiſhed Character of Iniquity, 
that thivs candelight in Blood, and that would 


Impu- 


raiſe Commotions productive of ſuch prodi- 
gious Ruin, As we would avoid then the 
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an 
= tation and Infamy of ſuch a Character, 


the Deſert of it too; let it be our Con- 
cern and Duty to ſuppreſs the leaſt Inclina- 


tion toa rebellious Spirit in ourſelves—- and to 


oppoſe and diſcountenance every Appearance 
of it in others. And that we may be till 
further diſcouraged from this Sin, and de- 


terred from leagming 1 in ſuch Conſpiracies, | 
ſhould. 
II. In the next place lay before you the 
Fate and Diſgrace they bring upon them- 
ſelves that ſudden, cruel and unnatural End 
to which they are generally doomed. But 
the enforcing of this Argument I muſt beg 
Leave to drop, that I may more fully open 
the monſtrous Aggravations of the Charac- 
ter in a Subject of our preſent Englifh and 
Proteſtant Government — and this will be 
making theſe Reflections more pertinent 
and app licable to the preſent Rebellion. 
3 of Miſery, and Scenes of Ruin 
are what we muſt be prepared againſt, as the 
common and unavoidable Evil of a Rebel 


lion im every Kingdom; but the Succeſs of 


theſeSchemes which are now formed again 


us, to bereave us of thofe Felicities and 
Bleſſing of Providence, Which moſt other 
Nations can” only envy us for; Schemes 
deres by a Rebellion of a perfidious 
YES Parti 2 
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Part of us at Home, and ſupported by an 
© Invaſion of a foreign Enemy from Abroad; 
che Succeſs, I ſay, of theſe deſtructive 
Deſigns, will draw after them ſuch a Train 
of peculiar Sufferings and Calamities to the 
EF Eng/ip Nation; Calamities affecting us in 
the moſt dear, moſt tender and ſenſible Part, 
that it would be the higheſt Aggravation 
poſſible, the moſt diſgraceful Reproach for 
one that is an Engliſbman, and a Proteſtant, 
ito be enliſted in the Service, or to give any 
ſeccret Aſſiſtance and Countenance to them. 
be Loſs of Property, and the Ruin of our 
Country, difimal as it is, would be the leaſt 
Evil we ſhould be ſenſible of. We ſhould 
loſe our Religion, we ſhould loſe our Li- 
berty, the boaſted Prerogative of the Bri- 
i People; the one, pure Proteſtant Chri- 
ſtianity, we muſt exchange for bigotted Ig- 


norance, and antichriſtian Popery; the other, 
Freedom and Happineſs, we muſt part with 


for Egyptian Bondage and Servitude. 
3 Great, ſure, muſt be the loſs of our Re- 
ligion to us, when we reflect on what we 
muſt be obliged to ſwallow down inſtead of 
it ; for Popery is ſuch a Compoſition of 
Corruption, Superſtition, Bigotry, and Ig- 


at a diſtance, both frightens and ſhocks us, 
: C eſpecially 
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norance, that the very Appearance of her, 
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(48) 
eſpecially as ſhe comes preſenting to us the 
Yoke of ſpiritual Tyranny in one Hand, 


and Perſecution and Fire in the other, We 
have the Happineſs now of- lwing//n 3 


Church, that exerts no Tyranny over Con- 
ſcience; that invites and perſuades, but 
forces none into her Communion, and that 


vihons ; becauſe the teaches no Doctrine, 
but what are Chriſtian and {ſpiritual ; pre- 
ſeribes no Diſcipline or Worſhip, but what 
2 d ay n the pureſt Antiquit); 

proves br. no 8 but the ſpi- 
kg: 190 true Devotion of the Heart; * 


whole Spirit abhors Perſecution, and breathes 


of herſ:if whatever ſome of her Member 
may do, Meckneks, Charity, and univerſa 
ane But the Religion of Nome is 
of a different Shape, and a Aifferent Spirit; 
for the Purity and Simplicity of the Reli- 


gion of Chriſt, is loſt and buried in Ruſt Þ 
and corrupted Mixtures : The Articles, on 
which {he lays the greateſt Streſs, are not 


drawn from Scripture; thoſe pure Wells of 


Truths, but are the Tales of uncertain 
Tradition, the Reſult of Councils, and the 
Men; and her 
:Merſhup 1 is of the ſame N as her Doc- 
trine, 


-Tenets of craſty and worldly 


gives the leaſt Occaſion to Schiſms and Di- 
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trine, external Pomp, and Tinſel, and Pa- 


geantry. In a Word, tis a State of blind 


Obedience, that N no rational Plea- 
ſure to the Profeſſors, who are led on by 
the Prieſt in Chains and Darkneſs, and de- 
| lauded into an Expectation of Heaven. 
How great an Enemy to his Religion, an 
his Fellow-Creatures, and how deteſtable 


a Character muſt he be of, that would be 
| leagued and aſſiſting in Intrigues and Com- 
| motions, that have a direct Tendency. to 


© reduce us to this abject and wretched Con- 
dition ? 
Again, This Loſs of our Religion, would 


|b attended by another Evil, very injurious 


and afflicting to a free and generous Peo- 
ple—the Loſs of our civil Liberty. The 
Government we now live under, has the 
Character of being thought the beſt conſtitu- 


ted of any in the World. Perfect Govern- 


ment is not poſſible among imperfe& Men. 
All Difficulties, and all Inconveniencies, can 


never be wholly remedied in civil States, 
till Weakneſs, Imperfection, and Iniquity, 
are removed from the moral State of Man. 
Our Conſtitution, however, is ſo dul 9 bal- 
lanced between the two Extremes of abſo- 
ys; $, Monarchy and a Republick, that it 
0 2  partakes 
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| ( 20') 
partakes of all the Advantages 
without the Inconveniencies of either; the 
People are neither Slaves, nor Libertines; 
they are made an eſſential Part of the Con. 
ſtitution, and have a large Share in the Le- 
giſlature; they have their Repreſentative 
choſen by themſelves, who are conſidered 
as the Guardians of their Rights and Pro- 
perties, that no Infringement of the one, 
or Encroachment upon'the other, can be 
made by any unjuſtifiable, or oppreſſive 


Stretch of Prerogative in the King. And] 
fo much Power is inveſted in the Crown 
over" the Subject, as may be a Check upon 


factious Licenciouſneſs, and an Abuſe df 
Liberty. The Privileges of each State of 
this well-conſtituted Kingdom, is ſo hap- 
pily divided, and wiſely limited, to ſecurc 
us, as far as poſſible, from the ill Effech 
both of arbitrary Oppreſſion, and ungo- 


vernable Faction. The Prince has as much 
Power as a good Paſtor and Shepherd 

would deſire; and the People as much] 
Liberty as will make them free, eaſy, and 


happy: But how ſoon would this bleſſed 
Relation, between Prince and People, be 
diflolyed,--and this beautiful Form of Go- 
vernment be defaced and deſtroyed, were 


of both, 


eee K . 


— 


we! 


62 
we to have a Man impoſed upon us, who 
has ſucked in his Principles of Religion at 
Reme, and his Maxims of Polity and Go- 
vernment from France and Spain? How 
ſoon would the divine Character of the 


Eugliſb King, as Guardian of his People, 


be loſt in a Man, that has been taught to 
rule by an arbitrary Power, and to make 
this Will the ſupreme Law; who has been 
taught, by Example and Experience, as 


ly as Vaſſals and Slaves; under whom 

no Property can be ſafe and ſecure; under 

whom the Liberty of reaſonable and intel- 
gent Beings, will be very little ſuperior 
to that of Creatures void of theſe Capa- 
cities, in a free Nation? Add to this, it 
bas been the boaſted Excellence and Prero- 


Jance of the Power of Europe in her Hands, 
and to have the Honour of Application 


ifferences, and to ratify their Treaties; 
and ſhall we ſuffer this Prerogative to be 
loſt ?---Shall we ſuffer theſe Glories of our 
Nation to be darkened, and eclipſed at 
once? Shall we ſuffer an abjured Pretender 
Jo the Crown, to be impoſed upon us by 


ell as Principle, to conſider his Subjects 


pative of the Britiſb Crown, to hold the Bal- 


from every Kingdom, to mediate their 
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an cnvious, and ambitious, Enemy, to re. 
duce-us to the mean and contemptible Fi 


own Worth, Dignity, and Conſequence; 


to preſs and enforce ſuch a Sentiment, ever 
from this Place, can be no unbecoming 


* 


Office, if a publick Spirit, and the Low 


of our Country, may. be. recommended a 
conſtituting Part of a yirtuous and worthy 


Character. The Man then that would 
lend the leaſt Hand to put ſuch grievouſf 


Shackles upon the Chriſtian and Civil Li 
berties of his Brethren, muſt be deſtitute 


of Honour, Virtue, and Religion. 
Poſſeſs then your Souls with an Abhor: 


rence of ſuch an odious Character, and bring 
not on yourſelves and your Poſterity the In- 


famy and Curſe of being deteſted by Man. 
kind, and doubly deteſted by yourſelves. 

. - Laſily;--The mild Adminiſtration of hi 
Majeſty's Government, is another Circum- 
ſtance which aggravates the Sin of Rebel 


of every generous Paſſion, and: inſeniibleÞ. 


hon in a Britiſh. Subject. Government is i 


very difficult, and an arduous Taſk ; and 
great Allowances ſhould be made for thoſe, 
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bo bear ſuch an heavy Weight upon their 
Shoulders; but ſo perverſe is our Genius 
End Temper, that Mildneſs and Indulgence 
apt to make us inſolent and ungrateful : 
bis unhappy Turn in us, may, indeed, in 
great meaſure, be owing to the Behaviour 
f the Enemies of our Conſtitution, who, 
Eknowing the Weakneſs and fluctuating Diſ- 


poſition of the People, embrace all Oppor- 


Funities of repreſenting the Conduct and 
EMeaſures of thoſe in the Miniſtry, as faulty 
and deſtructive— and from thence propagate 
bDiſ eſteem even of their Maſter himſelf-- 
Fitho' perhaps thoſe very Meaſures, which 
bey oppoſed, have appear'd afterwards to 
pe the beſt and moſt conducive to the In- 
tcreſt and the End, they were applied to. 
And 'twill be no Breach of Charity to be- 
eve that the Judgment of this Rebellion 
how amongſt us, has been the judicial Ef- 
ect of ſuch ungrateful and malicious Op- 
poſition; but tis morally impoſſible for any 

iniſtry to pleaſe a People, ſo divided in 
pur Sentiments as we are. For the Honour 
pf this Reign it muſt be confeſſed, that not- 
Pithſtanding the Clamours and Calumny, 
Bvhich have been directed againſt it, the 
'©Ereat and ſubſtantial Rights both of our Re- 


ligion 
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| ta) 
ligion and Liberty have never been better 
ſecured, and more inviolably preſerved, 
Nay, in what Reign has the People of thi; 
Nation flouriſhed or proſpered more ? when 
was it ever more diſtinguiſhed for its Riches 
Plenty andSuccels in Trade? It were much 
to be wiſhed, we were equally diſtinguiſhed 
for the Ticreaſe of our Humility, Gratitude, 
and Religion. Within our own Circle of 
Obſervation, within our own N eighbour- 
hood, have we not Inſtances of Towns im- 
proved, Commerce enlarged, and vaſt For- 
tunes raiſed by maintaining the Freedom of 
our Trade, and giving it all poſſible En- 
couragement. What Reaſon then for cla- 
morous Imputation and Diſcontent ? Nay, 
what Ingratitude to be guilty of it? And 
with Reſpect to the publick Character of 
our gracious Sovereign, has he not ſhewn 
the ſtrongeſt Affection for the Laws, and 
Liberties, and Religion of his Countsy, by 
his Ready Attachment and Adherence to 
them ? Has he not ſeemed to ſtudy the In- 
tereſt and Favour of his People, even by too 
indulgent and undeſerved Compliances, and 
all to convince his Subjects — that their 
Peace and Happineſs were the greateſt Ob- 


je or his — ?-.- And, as to his pri- 
vate 


1 


45 ) 

ate Chamcter N Flattery, . or any 
Infringement upon Truth we may affect; 3 : 
Day, his Enemies will not deny-- that be js 
bleſſed with many Manly and Kingly Vis- 
tues--- Magnanimity, Integrity, Opennes; 
and Truth: 

To be the Subj eRs then df ſuch a King; 
| is a great Happinel. to us, if we had but one 
Happineſs more, that of being ſenſible of 

it. If we are diſcontented and diſplœaſed, 
| that he-is not perfect and faultleſs, we muſt 
{ ever be ſo, till we ourſelves are found with⸗ 
| out Blame; Shall we then be ſo ungrateful 
| to Providence, and ſuch Enemies to our- 


ſelyes, as to preſume to think of exchanging 


ſuch a Sovereign for a Man, that has neither 
a clear Birth, nor Law to recommend, or 
| intitle him. His Birth was dark and ob. 
rr, and attended with many other ſtron 
| Circumſtances to ground a Suſpicion, 291 
: to ſupport the Belief of the Spuriouſneſs and 
Impoſture of it; and our Laws have pe- 
5 remptorily excluded: and condemned him: 
And, if it is allowable to obſerve u pon his 
| perſonal Character The World 8 
that he is remarkable for great IIl- nature, 
and, what is the Sign of a weak Under- 
a ſingular e and Bigotry. 
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Infatuated, Justen by, cnfatuated muſt wil 
be, before we would attempt to riſk the Log 
of all the invaluable Bleſſings of Life, for 
the ſake of Ing * a en to reign 
Over us. 


V pon the Whole Let it ever be upon our 
Thoughts, that Rebellion is not a ſingle, but 
n Crime: That it is Impiety againſt 
God, Injuſtice to Man, a Violation 5 the 
moſt facred ſocial Ties, and black Malig. 
nity in itſelf : Add to this, it beſpeaks 1 
Mind cruel, and pleaſed with Miſery, and 
deſtitute of Virtue and publick Worth. It 
then, we would avoid loading our Conſci 
ences with ſuch an Aggregate of Evil, and 
wounding them with ſuch complicated 
Guilt, we ſhould work ourſelves into an ut- 
ter Abhorrence of the Ini quity of the Prac: 
tice. An Engliſhman and a Proteſtant 
ſhould be jealous of the leaſt Tendency to 
ſuch a Spirit in himſelf becauſe the Cha- 
racter will be deeply blackened upon him 
and the Foulneſs of it vaſtly aggravated in 
the Sacrifice of the Religion and E 
of his Country: And that we have great 
Reaſon to be apprehenſive of this deplorable 
State, the Proſpect of their Condition — who 
now labour Ger the Beginnings of theſe 
Calami- 
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6270 
oalamities, may warn us. The Diſeaſe is 
et into our Body, and the Evil is growing 
pon us; how long it may continue, and 
ow wide it may extend, God, who ſees 

the Event of Things, can only know. Tis 

pur Duty then, each in his Station, to en- 
Jeavour to ſtop the Progreſs of this Evil, 
y procuring the Aſſiſtance of Heaven in 
ur Favour, - in the Improvement of our 

Lives and Conduct, and by removing every 
{Suſpicion of Guilt in ourſelyes, by oppo- 
ſing theſe deſtructive Schemes, leſt God F 
ſhould permit them to ſucceed” againſt us to 4 


r Ruin, by giving us a King, in his 4 
nger, to be our Scourge and our Cor- 5 
ection.— 1 


we of chis Place have the Misfortune of y 
baving been long diſtinguiſhed by the un- 4 


wiſe and ignominious Character of Diſaf- & 
fection to the preſent Government -a Cha- 1 
rafter that has too juſtly been fixed upon 1 
Jus, by that warm Inclination and Counte- 1 
nance, which was ſhewn, by too many, to 1 


che fame Enemy of his Majeſty, in the late 
© Rebellion, and propagated too much by a 
Adiſreſpectful Conduct after it: But there is 
ess Reaſon, we hope, for the Continu- 
ance of the Imputation at this Time. Er- 
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ors may have. been ſeen into, Principle | 
corrected, Prejudices worn away, and the 
Leaven of a difaffected Spirit worked ou 
in this Length of Vears. "Without Doubt 
Fa nearly concerns us, if we have e any Re. 
rd, for the publick Good, to wipe of 
eſe odious Grains, and to retrieve our Cha. 
racer, by uniting in every juſt Meaſun 
and Aſſociation, that may be propoſed fo: 
the common Security and Welfare and not 
in diyiding us by encouraging thoſe fri 
volous and diſaffected Objections of theſ 
fu e Illegality of our publick Proceed. 
in an Illegality, which 1. 7 whoſe Pro 
2 bn "leads them beſt to underſtand the 
Nature and, Laws of the Conſtitution of 
this Nation, are at a Loſs either to dil. 
cover, or to make out: If theſe Aﬀocia-Þ 
tions are illegal, to what Law or what Cen- 
ſure can they be ſubject, ſince they art 
juſtifiec by the general Example of the 
whole Nation, and ratified by a 4 Conſent Þ 
and Approbation of the Council, and King 
himfelf. Conſider then, that Oppoſition $1 
at this Juncture, would not only be blame- 
able, but impolitick likewiſe---for it will 
be perpetuating, ſor ever, that Ill Name we 
lie * already, expoling ourſclyes to the 
Enmity 


| n * 1 E * 
Ifhniity and Reſentment of our Governors, 


(29) / 


End cutting ourſelves off from the 


Might of alking any Favour, which we may 
Lollbly wane f. : 


om them, Beſides this, it 


Jenance to thoſe Wretches, who are diſturb. 


| 


ing our Peace by theſe unnatural Commo- 


Fons, to haſten their March towards us, in 


pes of finding new Friends, and increa- 
ing their Numbers, amongft thoſe who 


1 denly decline making any Oppoſition a- 
ainſf them, What then will be our Caſe ? 


Why, we ſhall perhaps become. the Seat of | 
Wat: The Conſequences of which, are fo. 
dreadful and ſhocking, that I chuſe rather 


to leave it upon your Minds for Reflec- 
Jon, than attempt to deſcribe them. 


To conclude,---It is viſible 0 every ſe. 


FJious Obſerver, that the exceſſive Abuſes of 
pur religious and civil Liberties, have been 


the” remote and diſtant Cauſe of drawing 
pown this Evil upon ourſelves ; our Pride, 
Vanity, and Luxury, beſpeak high Ingra- 


ſitude and Impiety to God; and nothing 


fan be a greater Perverſion of our civil 


Liberty, than that Diſaffection, Inſolence, 
nd moſt ſcandalous Contempt, which has 
= — been 


been expreſſed againſt the ſacred Perſo 
and. Character of our mild and indulgen 
King, with Impunity, and without Re 
ſtraint. Chriſtianity, I am certain, teache 
no ſuch Behaviour, but obliges us to rever 
and to honour thoſe that are ſet over us 
Let it then, in the firſt Place, be our Co 
cern to remove this Scandal and Reproac 
2550 amongſt us, by diſcouraging the u 
becoming and unchriſtian Spirit in thoſ 
who are ſo preſumptuous, and ſelf-willec 
as not to be afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dign 
ties. And the next Step towards our Sec 

ty, muſt be by letting all Diviſions a 
Din tions die amongſt us, that from thq 
Alhes there may ariſe a glorious Union 


| i Hearts and Hands in Defence of our con | 
il a mon Cauſe--in Defence of our gracious SY 
i. n in Defence of our Religion ai 
our Liberties; praying always for the divir 


Support, for the Spirit of ſincere Obedien 
and Affecten to our earthly King, and eve 


Chriſtian Virtue; that we may thereby i 
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